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THE 9TH ISSUE OF VOICE OF TRAVEL MAGAZINE WAS PUBLISHED 
WITH THE TITLE “TOURISM PLAYS A CRITICAL ROLE IN

THE FUTURE OF EARTHQUAKE CITIES”
The Voice of Travel, the powerful voice of tourism and travel agencies in the media, published its 

9th issue with the title “Tourism Plays a Critical Role in the Future of Earthquake Cities”.
To reach the 9th issue of the Voice of Travel;

https://www.tursab.org.tr/e-dergi?pdf=/assets/assets/uploads/dergi/the-voice-of-travel-sayi-9.pdf 

Our TÜRSAB Mobile Application is online! It has been applied as a part of our Association’s Digital 
Transformation and will enable you to access our TÜRSAB services in the easiest and fastest way. 

You may easily access many of our services for our members and consumers, such as TÜRSAB 
Online, TÜRSAB KART, license plate inquiry, plate status notification, Digital Verification System,

QR Code Verification, and member agency inquiry, via your mobile devices, and practically perform 
your transactions.

You can download our TÜRSAB Mobile Application, which will provide benefits to our members and 
users, to your mobile devices free of charge via the links below. 

Click to download the application for free.

WITH TÜRSAB 
MOBILE 

APPLICATION, 
ALL YOUR 

TRANSACTIONS 
ARE AT YOUR 

FINGERTIPS 

TÜRSAB AGENCY SOFTWARE
The “TÜRSAB Agency Software” continues to be used to enable our travel agencies to easily carry out their 
business, maintain customer inventories, and quickly organize tour programs. Our agencies can now easily 

access the reservation, reporting, and customer information program via the internet through mobile devices and 
computers, free of charge.

The TÜRSAB Agency Software can be used by obtaining an agency code through TÜRSAB Online from the 
website www.tursabyazilim.org. 

For more detailed information, please visit: https://www.tursab.org.tr/.../uyelerimiz-50-yilimiza-ozel 

THE WORLD FULL OF ADVANTAGES OF TÜRSAB CARD 
IS WAITING FOR YOU!

You are invited to the advantageous world of TÜRSAB CARD, with increasing opportunities every day, ranging 
from fuel to clothing, food and beverage to vehicle services, white goods to foreign language courses. You can 

visit our website to take advantage of the privileges of TÜRSAB CARD, apply for TÜRSAB CARD, and get detailed 
information about discounts. After your application, you can start using your virtual card immediately without 

waiting for your physical card to be delivered.

For detailed information on campaign terms and free TÜRSAB CARD application, please visit www.tursab.org.tr/
tursab-card.

ANNOUNCEMENT ABOUT THE RESULTS OF THE FOREIGN 
LANGUAGE EXAM FOR INFORMATION OFFICERS

You can learn your Information Officer Foreign Language Exam Results as of May 12, 2023 by entering 
our exam system at https://akademi.tursab.org.tr/ with the password you set during registration and 

access your Online Information Officer Foreign Language Certificate.

TTI HEALTH HEALTH TOURISM FAIR WILL MEET ITS VISITORS
FOR THE FIRST TIME THIS YEAR IN FUARİZMİR

Thanks to the achievements of our country in the field of health in recent years and the valuable 
physicians and health institutions we have, the Health Tourism sector has gained a serious 

momentum. We are setting out with a brand new fair in order to highlight and support the work done 
in Turkey for health tourism, which is developing all over the world. 

Simultaneously with the 17th TTI IZMIR International Tourism Trade Fair and Congress,
the 1st TTI Health Health Tourism Fair is preparing to open its doors at fuarizmir on December 7-9, 2023.

https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

TTI OUTDOOR 3RD CAMPING, 
CARAVAN, BOAT, OUTDOOR 

AND EQUIPMENT FAIR IN 
DECEMBER

TTI Outdoor 3rd Camping, Caravan, Boat, 
Outdoor and Equipment Fair will take place 
at Fuarizmir between 7-10 December 2023.

Click here for detailed information.

https://www.ttioutdoor.com.tr/ 
https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

TTI IZMIR 17TH 

INTERNATIONAL TOURISM 
TRADE FAIR AND 

CONGRESS WILL OPEN ITS 
DOORS

ON DECEMBER 7-9, 2023
Start traveling the world here. 

TTI Izmir International Tourism Trade Fair 
and Congress will open its doors for the 

17th time on December 7-9, 2023.
https://www.ttiizmir.com.tr/ 

https://www.tursabfuarcilik.com.tr/ 

1ST ISTANBUL BALKAN TOURISM EXCHANGE FAIR ON SEPTEMBER 
20-22 AT LÜTFİ KIRDAR INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AND 

EXHIBITION PALACE
Hosted by Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality and organized by TÜRSAB Fuarcılık Hizmetleri A.Ş. with 
the main support of TÜRSAB and in cooperation with IBB Kültür A.Ş., the 1st Istanbul Balkan Tourism 

Exchange Fair will bring tourism professionals and visitors together at Lütfi Kırdar International 
Convention and Exhibition Center between 20-22 September 2023. The 1st Istanbul Balkan Tourism 

Exchange Fair, which will be organized in Istanbul, one of the important milestones with its 
contributions to the development of tourism vision in Turkey and its values, will create a brand new 

resource for the sector and increase the opportunities for sectoral cooperation.

For detailed information about participation in the fair;

Elif AĞFALOĞLU / Sales Director
Tel: +90 549 837 56 52 

e-mail: elif.agfaloglu@tursab.org.tr 

Yusuf MİLLİ / Sales Representative
Tel: +90 549 833 95 29 

e-mail: yusuf.milli@tursab.org.tr 

 “TÜRSAB WHATSAPP LIVE SUPPORT LINE” OPENED FOR USE
Our new communication channel, which will enable our members to make all their transactions in 

the easiest and fastest way by connecting to our relevant unit via WhatsApp, has been launched. 
In order to benefit from TÜRSAB’s new application, you can contact us via WhatsApp by saving our 

number to your phones.

TÜRSAB WhatsApp Live Support Line

+90 (549) 456 10 10
Click here for immediate access.

https://api.whatsapp.com/send?phone=905494561010&text=Merhaba

OUR PRESIDENT FİRUZ BAĞLIKAYA MET WITH THE PRIME 
MINISTER OF CUBA AT THE DEİK-TURKEY-CUBA BUSINESS 

COUNCIL MEETING
Mr. Firuz Baglıkaya, President of our Board of Directors, participated in DEIK-Turkey-Cuba Business 

Council and Embassy of the Republic of Cuba Prime Minister of the Republic of Cuba Manuel Marrero 
Cruz’s Meeting with Turkish Business People. 

Prime Minister Manuel Marrero Cruz, Cuban ministers and senior bureaucrats attended the meeting, 
which was chaired by Leyla İlhan Pamukçu, President of Turkey-Cuba Business Council. 

During the meeting, issues regarding the development of trade relations between the two countries 
and new steps to be taken in the tourism sector were discussed. 

Following the meeting, Mr. Baglıkaya held bilateral meetings with Cuban Prime Minister Mr. Marrero 
Cruz and Cuban Minister of Tourism H.E. Juan Carlos Garcia Granda.

WORLD AIR TRANSPORT SUMMIT HELD AT ISTANBUL HILTON 
BOMONTİ HOTEL

The World Air Transport Summit, organized as part of the IATA Annual General Assembly, took place 
on Monday, June 5 at Istanbul Hilton Bomonti Hotel. The summit was addressed by Güliz Öztürk, CEO 
of Pegasus Airlines; Ralph Ossa, Chief Economist of the World Trade Organization; and Numan Olcar, 

Chief Advisor to the President and Specialized Head of Airline, Ticketing and IATA. Binali Yıldırım, 
Deputy Chairman of the Justice and Development Party; Temel Kotil, CEO of Turkish Aerospace 

Industries Inc. and representatives of the foreign press were also present as guests.

At the World Air Transport Summit, where aviation leaders, post-pandemic aviation, recent aviation 
data and related issues related to the sector were discussed; Numan Olcar, our Chief Advisor to the 

President and Airline, Ticket Sales and IATA Specialization President, made a remarkable speech 
about the problems faced by our travel agencies operating in the disaster area after the earthquake 
in our country and the historical and touristic values of the region. Afterwards, a video prepared by 

the officials of our Association was shown.

To watch Numan Olcar’s speech at the World Air Transport Summit; https://youtu.be/0pPs3pdqjY0 

ORDINARY MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF TÜRSAB 
WAS HELD AT OUR CENTRAL OFFICE

TÜRSAB Board of Directors Ordinary Meeting was held at our Central Office on Tuesday, May 30th 
with the participation of our President Firuz B. Bağlıkaya, Members of the Board of Directors and 

Chief Advisors to the President.

IATA CUSTOMER PORTAL’S NEW LOOK IS NOW AVAILABLE
IATA has launched the new look of its customer portal. For detailed information, you can review 
the announcement on our website and consult the Frequently Asked Questions about the IATA 

Customer Portal.
https://portal.iata.org/s/support-view-category?category=Platforms&topic=Customer_Portal  

HARPUT REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE BOARD DELEGATION 
VISITED OUR CENTRAL OFFICE

Harput Regional Representative Board President Cuma Gülnar and BTK Board Member Burak 
Alıcı visited our Central Office and met with our President Firuz Bağlıkaya.

During the visit, ideas were exchanged for the development of tourism in the Harput RRB 
region.

RIZA PERÇİN, PRESIDENT OF THE MEDITERRANEAN RRB, 
PARTICIPATED IN QM TOURISM AWARDS

Rıza Perçin, President of Mediterranean RRB, attended the 13th QM Tourism Awards event 
organized this year on behalf of our Association.

Mr. Perçin made opening speeches on behalf of our President Firuz Bağlıkaya and presented 
awards on behalf of our President.

TÜRSAB COMMITTEE PARTICIPATED IN THE LAUNCH OF ISTANBUL 
HISTORICAL PENINSULA MODEL EXHIBITION

Board Member Yıldırım Taş, European RRB President Erdal Yuca and Bosphorus RRB President 
Yüksel Türemez met with Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality officials at the launch of the Istanbul 

Historic Peninsula Model Exhibition prepared in cooperation with IBB Kültür AŞ and Modelport. 
During the event, a tour of the exhibition, which recreates the social life and historical events in the 

Historic Peninsula with 10 thousand moving figures, was organized.

OUR GASTRONOMY SPECIALIZATION PRESIDENT ERDAL ÇERİ 
GAVE AN INTERVIEW TO Z RAPORU MAGAZINE

Erdal Çeri, our Gastronomy Specialization President, gave an interview to the economy magazine 
Z Raporu. Speaking about the activities to be carried out for tourism in the disaster zone after the 
earthquake, Çeri stated that it would be beneficial to complete the damage assessment works in 
touristic facilities, especially accommodation facilities, and to take the facilities into use gradually, 
and to repair the damaged infrastructures within a prioritization in touristic spots located on the 

routes or with a high number of visitors.
For the full interview; https://www.tursab.org.tr/haberler/gastronomi-ihtisas-baskanimiz-erdal-ceri-

ekonomi-dergisi-z-raporuna-roportaj-verdi  
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Depremin yaraları 

gastronomi turizmiyle 

sarılacak
KAHRAMANMARAŞ MERKEZLİ DEPREMLER, TÜRKİYE’NİN GASTRONOMİ TURİZMİNDE ÖNCÜ 

ŞEHİRLERİNİ ETKİLEDİ. TARİHİ VE KÜLTÜREL MEKÂNLARIN YANI SIRA BİRÇOK YEME İÇME İŞLETMESİ 

ZARAR GÖRÜRKEN, DEPREMDEN EN FAZLA ETKİLENEN ŞEHİRLER CİDDİ SAYIDA GÖÇ VERDİ. 

YILDA 3 MİLYONA YAKIN TURİST AĞIRLAYAN ŞEHİRLER YÜZYILLARIN BİRİKİMİ İLE GASTRONOMİ 

KİMLİKLERİNİ KAYBETMEYECEK OLSA DA YARALARINI SARMAK İÇİN DESTEĞE İHTİYAÇ DUYUYOR. 

KADRİYE N. TUNÇSİPER

GÜN-
DEM
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GÜN-
DEM

tacağına inandığını belirtirken, 

gastronomide öne çıkan bölge-

de bir değişim olmayacağını, 

çünkü şehirlerin yüzyıllardır 

süren bir gelenek ile gastrono-

mik ürünler üretmeye devam 

ettiğini ve edeceğini belirtiyor. 

Gastronomi turizmi ve yerel 

ürünler ile bölge ekonomisine 

ciddi ekonomik güç sağlayan 

deprem kentlerinde turistik 

tesisler de depremden zarar 

gördü. TÜRSAB Gastronomi 

Turizmi İhtisas Başkanı Erdal 

Çeri, ilk aşamada konaklama 

tesisleri başta olmak üzere 

turistik tesislerde hasar tespit 

çalışmalarının tamamlanması 

ve aşamalı olarak tesislerin 

kullanıma alınması, rotalar 

üstünde yer alan veya ziya-

retçi sayısı fazla olan turistik 

noktalarda bir önceliklendir-

me dâhilinde zarar görmüş 

altyapıların (peyzaj, otopark, 

yürüyüş yolu, servis yolu, 

yaya yolu, günübirlik hizmet 

ünitesi vs.) onarılmasının fay-

dalı olacağını belirtirken, orta 

ve uzun vadede bir master 

plan ile tesislerin elden ge-

çirilmesi, gerekirse rotaların 

revize edilmesi tavsiyesinde 

bulunuyor. Bunun için de 

tanıtım faaliyetlerinin artırıl-

ması ve seyahat acentelerine 

destek sağlanması gerekiyor. 

GÜRKAN BOZTEPE

GASTRONOMİ TURİZMİ 

DERNEĞİ BAŞKANI

BÖLGE ÜRETİCİLERİ DESTEKLENMELİ

DEPREMDE YARA ALAN İLLERİMİZ TÜRKİYE GASTRONOMİSİ İÇİN ÇOK ÖNEMLİ ŞEHİRLERİMİZ. 

YAKLAŞIK BİR YILDAN BERİ ANADOLU KADININA DESTEK VE YEREL ÜRETİCİLER İLE KADIN 

KOOPERATİFLERİ İLE GTANADOLU MARKAMIZI YARATTIK. GTANADOLU ASLINDA TAM ÜLKEMİZE 

VE ANADOLU’MUZUN GASTRONOMİK İLLERİNE KAYNAK SAĞLAMAK AMACI İLE KURULMUŞ 

BİR OLUŞUMDUR. DERNEK OLARAK ANADOLU İNSANININ ÜRÜNLERİNE TİCARET BAKANLIĞI 

DESTEĞİ İLE DÖVİZ KAZANDIRICI HİZMETLER KAPSAMINDA YURTDIŞINDAKİ MARKETLERE 

SATMAK VE YURTİÇİNDE DE SAĞLIKLI BESLENMEK İSTEYEN HEDEF KİTLELERE PAZARLAMA 

YAPMAKTADIR. ANADOLU’MUZUN YAPRAK SARMASINDAN MARAŞ BİBERİNE KADAR 200’DEN 

FAZLA ÇEŞİT ÜRÜN SATIŞTADIR. İLK ETAPTA BÜYÜK MARKETLERDE VE ARDINDAN SANAL 

PLATFORMLARDA SATIŞ BAŞLAMIŞTIR. BURADAN ELDE EDİLEN GELİRLER DE DEPREM 

BÖLGELERİNE AKTARILMAYA DEVAM ETMEKTEDİR.

YÖRESEL ÜRÜNLER BÖLGEYİ 

AYAĞA KALDIRACAK

DEPREMDEN ETKİLENEN 11 ŞEHİR, TÜRKİYE’NİN YÖRESEL 

ÜRÜN ÜRETİMİ AÇISINDAN DA BÜYÜK BİR POTANSİYELE 

SAHİP. ONLINE PAZARLARDA BÖLGENİN YÖRESEL 

ÜRÜNLERİ MARAŞ GURME, KÖYDEN GELSİN, MARAŞ 

YÖRESEL, MARAŞ PAZAR, MARAŞ MARKET, YÖRESEL 

DÜNYASI, HATAY YÖRESEL, HATAYDAN AL, HATAY KÖY, 

HATAY SOFRA, ANTEP YÖRESEL ÜRÜNLER, GAZİANTEP 

PAZARI, ANTEP MAHSULLERİ, KİLİSTEN GELSİN VE 

BİZİM YÖRE BAŞTA OLMAK ÜZERE BİRÇOK KANALDAN 

SATIŞA SUNULUYOR. BÖLGE ESNAFI DA YENİDEN AYAĞA 

KALKABİLMEK İÇİN TÜM İLLERDEN DESTEK TALEP EDİYOR. 
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6 Şubat gecesi 11 ili etkileyen deprem, 

binlerce can kaybının yanı sıra çok ciddi 

ekonomik etkiler ortaya çıkardı. Bölge 

ekonomisi için büyük öneme sahip 

turizm ise depremden en fazla etkilenen 

sektörlerden biri oldu. Turizm sezonu-

nun açılması ile beraber gastronomi 

turizminin en önemli kentlerini yeniden 

ayağa kaldırmak için çalışmalar da 

başladı.

UNESCO gastronomi alanında yaratıcı 

şehirler ağına dâhil olan Gaziantep ve 

Hatay başta olmak üzere Kahraman-

maraş, Adana, Şanlıurfa özellikle iç 

turizmde önemli bir yere sahip. Kültür 

turlarının vazgeçilmez destinasyonları-

nı içeren bölge, geçtiğimiz yıl yerli ve 

yabancı toplam 3 milyon turist ağırladı. 

Özellikle Hatay’ın gastronomi alanında 

turistik tesisleri ve işletmeler depremden 

büyük zarar görürken, yıkılan yerler 

arasında tarihi mekânlar da bulunuyor.

Depremin ardından bölge şehirlerindeki 

rezervasyonlar iptal edilirken, şehirlerin 

turistik anlamda yeniden canlanabil-

mesi için ilk aşamada yerel işletmelerin 

hizmet verebilecek hale gelebilmesi ve 

zarar gören tarihi ve turistik mekânların 

restore edilmesi gerekiyor.

TÜRSAB Gastronomi Turizmi İhti-

sas Başkanı Erdal Çeri, uzun yıllardır 

Güneydoğu Anadolu merkezli çevre 

illeri de kapsayan kültür turları yapıl-

dığını belirterek, tur programlarına 

katılan misafirlerin ağırlıklı olarak yerli 

turist olduğunu, son yıllarda yabancı 

turistlerin taleplerinin de hızlı bir artış 

gösterdiğini belirtiyor. 

“Yerli turist talebi, kültür turu yanın-

da gastronomi turlarına doğru kaydı. 

Bölgede gerek UNESCO onaylı 2 

gastronomi şehrinin bulunması, gerekse 

yaptıkları çalışmalar ile hazırladıkları 

reçeteleri gastronomi turizmine yansıtan 

diğer şehirlerin varlıkları 2023 yılında 

birçok grubun bölgeye rezervasyon 

yapmasını sağladı. Türkiye’nin hemen 

hemen her bölgesinde gastronomi 

turizminden bahsetme imkânı olsa da, 

şurası kesindir ki yerli turist olarak kime 

sorulsa gastronomi için gidilecek yerler 

maalesef ki depremden etkilenmiş olan 

yerler çıkacaktır” şeklinde konuşan 

Çeri’ye göre yurtiçi turlar içinde deprem 

bölgesinin gastronomi turizmindeki 

yerinin yüzde 80-85 civarında olduğunu 

söylemek mümkün.  

IŞIK DOĞUDAN 

YINE YÜKSELECEK

Gastronomi Turizmi Derneği Başkanı 

Gürkan Boztepe’ye göre ise bölgede 

ortaya çıkan yıkımlar hem esnaf hem de 

fabrikalar boyutunda büyük tahribat 

yaratsa da, ortaya çıkan dayanışma 

ülkemizin gastronomik ürünlerinin 

yetiştirildiği bu özel toprakların kıy-

metini artıracak potansiyele sahip. Bu 

farkındalığın esnaf ve yerel üreticilerin 

kıymetinin bilinmesi açısından önemli 

olduğunu belirten Boztepe, özellikle 

İstanbul gibi noktalardan bölgedeki 

yerel üretici ürünlerine olan talebin ar-

ERDAL ÇERİ

TÜRSAB GASTRONOMİ 

TURİZMİ İHTİSAS BAŞKANI

DEPREM BÖLGESİNE 

POZİTİF AYRIMCILIK 

YAPILMALI

TÜRSAB OLARAK BÖLGE TURİZMİNİN YENİDEN AYAĞA KALKMASI ADINA TÜM PAYDAŞLAR 

İLE İRTİBATTA OLMAYA GAYRET EDİLİYOR. TABİİ Kİ BU KADAR KISA SÜRE İÇİNDE YARALARIN 

SARILMASI KOLAY DEĞİL. YİNE DE ALT YAPI KONUSUNDA DAHA HIZLI TOPARLANMIŞ OLAN 

İLLERİMİZ BAŞTA OLMAK KAYDIYLA DEPREM BÖLGESİNE POZİTİF AYRIMCILIK YAPARAK 

SEYAHAT ACENTALARI TUR PROGRAMLARI ÇIKMAYA HATTA TURLARI GÖNDERMEYE BAŞLADI. 

BU ARADA BÖLGE PAYDAŞLARI KARŞILIKLI GÖRÜŞMEK, ŞARTLARI MASAYA YATIRMAK, 

EKSİKLERİN GİDERİLMESİ İÇİN YAPILMASI GEREKENLERİ TARTIŞMAK GİBİ KONULAR İLE İLGİLİ 

ÇALIŞMALAR İÇİN SEÇİM SONRASINA BİRKAÇ İNFO AYARLAMASI YAPILDI. BU İNFOLARA 

ULUSAL MEDYA VE SOSYAL MECRALARDAN KATKIDA BULUNACAK KİŞİLER DE DÂHİL EDİLECEK.

CHINESE CONSULATE GENERAL DELEGATION VISITED OUR 
CENTRAL OFFICE

The delegation of the Consulate General of China in Istanbul visited our Central Office  on 
Wednesday, May 31st and held a meeting with TÜRSAB Board Member Mehmet Akyıl and Corporate 

Relations Group President Nergis Büyükkınacı.  

At the meeting, efforts to speed up the visa application process, organizing B2B meetings 
and promotional events to increase tourism mobility between the two countries, steps to 
be taken to increase the number of visitors bilaterally and expected developments were 

discussed. In this context, the importance of cooperation with airlines was emphasized and 
ideas were exchanged with the officials of China Southern Airlines and Sichuan Airlines to 

strengthen our relations.

OUR PRESIDENT 
OF THE BOARD 
OF DIRECTORS 

FİRUZ 
BAĞLIKAYA’S 

STATEMENTS ON 
THE SCHENGEN 
VISA ISSUE HAD 
A GREAT IMPACT 

IN THE PRESS
Firuz Bağlıkaya, the 

President of our Board 
of Directors, made 

statements about the 
recent Schengen Visa 
problem with Europe. 

Stating that the right of 
Turkish citizens to travel 
is prevented for political 
reasons, Mr. Baglıkaya’s 
statements were widely 
covered in national and 

local press.

OUR ASSOCIATION ORGANIZES GOOGLE ADVERTISING TRAINING 
FOR TRAVEL AGENCIES

On Thursday, June 8, 2023, between 10.00-13.00 in our TÜRSAB Central Office Conference Hall; 
A training program will be held by expert trainer Özgür Deniz Aydın with Google Education Support 

to contribute to the creation of campaign strategies, efficient use of advertising elements, 
promotion on website and social media and digital marketing.

OUR WORK ON THE 
ACTIVITIES OF MAY 2023 

WAS PUBLISHED
We have compiled the activities carried out by our 

Association for travel agencies and our sector 
during the 25th activity period in May 2023.

To watch TÜRSAB May 2023 Activity Video;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=87zKHWU8XRk  

LAST WEEK

THIS WEEK

“ISTANBUL EXPECTS REVENUES OF 
OVER 120 MILLION DOLLARS”
Firuz Bağlıkaya, President of our Board of 
Directors, evaluated the impact of the 2023 
UEFA Champions League Final, which will take 
place on June 10 at Atatürk Olympic Stadium, 
on tourism. Baglikaya said, “Istanbul expects 
revenues of over 120 million dollars.”

“BUSINESS OF TRAVEL AGENCIES 
DECREASED BY 80 PERCENT”
Firuz Bağlıkaya made a statement to ATV 
about the Schengen Visa problem and said, 
“Our country is very clearly experiencing visa 
persecution.” Pointing out that the tourism 
sector has been affected by this situation, 
Bağlıkaya stated that the business of travel 
agencies making tours abroad has decreased 
by 80 percent.

“TURKISH CITIZENS ARE 
PREVENTED FROM TRAVELING FOR 
POLITICAL REASONS”
Firuz Bağlıkaya was the live broadcast guest 
of TGRT News. Speaking about the Schengen 
Visa problem with Europe, Bağlıkaya stated 
that Turkish citizens are systematically 
prevented from traveling to Europe for political 
reasons.

 

“VISA REFUSAL RATE RISES TO 50 
PERCENT”
Firuz Bağlıkaya gave an interview to Fox TV. 
Stating that Europe has increased the visa 
rejection rate to 50 percent in recent months, 
Baglikaya said, “Unfortunately, there is a 
systematic obstruction in visa applications. In 
addition to these obstacles, the rejection rates 
given to our citizens who have applied for visas 
have also increased significantly. While the 
rate of rejected visa applications was over 15 
percent in 2022, this rate increased to around 
50 percent in 2023. Restricting freedom of 
travel is an extremely wrong practice in terms 
of human rights.”

“RESTRICTION OF FREEDOM OF 
MOVEMENT IS A HUMAN RIGHTS 
ISSUE”
Firuz Bağlıkaya was the live broadcast guest 
of Serap Belovacıklı on SözcüTV. Making 
statements about the increasing visa problem 
in recent days, Baglıkaya said, “Travel agencies 
are having great difficulty in doing their job. 
We are not in favor of restricting touristic travel 
to any citizen anywhere in the world. This is a 
human rights issue.”

KÜLTÜR KEŞİFLERİ
This week’s guest of the ‘Kültür Keşifleri’ 
program, which was published with the 
presentations of TÜRSAB Cultural Tourism 
Specialization President N. İlham Seyyale and 
Vice President Özgür Ildır Öksüz, was Izmit 
Mayor Fatma Kaplan Hürriyet.
You can watch our program dated June 6 on 
TÜRSAB TV about Nicomedia, which dates 
back to 3000 BC, known as the 4th largest 
city in the world after Rome, Antioch and 
Alexandria, and founded on the slopes of Izmit 
District.

İLKER ÜNSEVER İLE TURİZM 
HUKUKU
In our “İlker Ünsever ile Turizm Hukuku” 
program, where TÜRSAB Chief Legal Advisor 
Attorney İlker Ünsever answers questions 
about tourism law, the agenda items of travel 
agencies and tourism sector are discussed 
from a legal perspective.
‘İlker Ünsever ile Turizm Hukuku’, where you 
can submit your questions live on Facebook 
and YouTube, is on TÜRSAB TV on Thursday, 
June 8 at 14.00.

You can watch TÜRSAB TV live on our website 
and YouTube channel.
www.youtube.com/tursabtv  
www.tursab.org.tr/tv  
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https://play.google.com/store/apps/dev?id=5056726413836450614
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